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On November 20, 2002, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received what appeared to
be a notice of appeal from Appellant Richard William Harrington, Jr.  Appellant did not identify
the decision from which he was appealing.  From information in the filing, it appeared that he
might be seeking review of a decision involving the Department’s Regional Solicitor’s Office in
Portland, Oregon, and that the decision might relate to a tort claim.  In an attempt to identify 
the decision at issue, the Board contacted the Regional Solicitor’s Office for assistance.

The Regional Solicitor’s Office provided copies of documents relating to Appellant’s
ongoing tort claim against the Department of the Interior.

The Board of Indian Appeals is not a court of general jurisdiction.  It has only that
authority delegated to it by the Secretary of the Interior.  It has not been delegated authority to
review tort claims lodged against the Department.  In fact, that authority has been specifically
delegated to the Office of the Solicitor.  See 209 DM 3.2(A)(1); Toyon Wintu Center, Inc. v.
Sacramento Area Director, 29 IBIA 290, 294 (1996).  The Board lacks authority to review this
matter.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal is docketed but dismissed for lack of
jurisdiction.
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